
DealstruckonMIUs
to secureUKborders

(

411ounter-terrorism policeare
V

to beequippedwithmobile
identification units

(

MIUs
)

as
part of a £3millionnational
framework to strengthenUK
borders

,

PoliceProfessionalhas
learnt.

Announcedlastweek
,

thedeal
struckwithAPD
Communications willseeSpecialBranch
andcounter-terrorofficers
throughouttheUKequipped
withtheMIUs

, allowingthemto

checkpassengerdocuments
suchaspassportsinstantly,

savingpassengers andofficerstime.
Theself-containedportable

unitscanscanthedocuments
,

checktheinformationagainst
variousdatabasesanddisplayit

ontheunit' s
screen

in seconds
,

providingofficerswithaccessto

`livetime'informationwhile
remainingmobile.

Thenationalframework
follows a year-long trialbya

number of forcesin theUKoverseen
bytheAssociation of Chief
PoliceOfficers

(

ACPO
)

Terrorism andAlliedMatters
(

TAM
)

PoliceLiaisonTeam . Funding
wassecuredviatheNational
PolicingImprovementAgency
(

NPIA
)

undertheMobile
Information Programme.

TheMIUsreplacesimilar
,

but
morebulky, technologythathas
beenusedbyofficersat the
bordersince2000 . Previousunits
consisted

of threeseparate
elements

, including a laptopanda

passport reader
,

whichhadto be
carriedin a briefcase.

Thetechnologyalsohasappli

cations at sportingevents
,

an
advantage withtheOlympics
coming to London in twoyears
time . TheMIUshavealready
beenusedto greateffectduring
the2006FootballWorldCup
operation , assistingofficersin

theirdecision-making process
leading to morethan100arrests

,

one of whichwasformurder.
A seniorofficerwithinACPO

(

TAM
)

PoliceLiaisonTeamsaid
:

" Thetrialswereverypositive.
Bybeingableto performchecks
quickly,

officerscanbemore
productivein thefieldwhilst
ensuring thatmembers of thepublic
arenotdelayedunnecessarily. In

factthenewunitwillenable
officers to speeduptheir
interactionwithmembers of thepublic
andtheirmovement throughthe
border. "

DetectiveConstableRichard
Evans

,

wholedthetrial
,

said :

" TheteamhasworkedwithAPD
forseveralyears in order to

mobilisedata
to improve

policingpractices . Feedbackwehave
hadfromofficers in thefield
duringthetrialprocesshasbeen
excellent

,

withtheunitproving
to bebothuser-friendlyand
reliable . Themobilenature of the
unit

,

combinedwiththe
informationwecancheckagainst ,

hasalreadyhelpedofficersto

makesomesignificantarrests. "

ACPO
(

TAM
)

is already
lookingintothepossibilityof

introducing additionalfunctionality
suchasbiometrics

, fingerprint
scanninganddigitalcamera
technology.
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